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Dear Inge 
I have at last managed to view most of the videos, although it took me over 2 hours! I also 
saw the one on the webiste showing Baba in the arena. 
 
She is typically stereotyping, even while feeding. In the video where she feeds on hay, she 
tries to walk away but cannot and seems frustrated, as she then drops the hay. In the 
video with Bananas, she is frustrated as she cannot get to the keeper, who is fixing 
something and hits the plastic roof, then begs for food. She is clearly very aware of the 
wires, which I assume are electrified. Her enclosure is very small, and I assume the plastic 
walls and roof are against the wind and cold, but this does not allow her to see anything. 
There is nothing for her to do. 
I dont know if she is the only elephant, which would be a desaster for such a social animal. 
But she certainly spends too much time on her own in a far too small paddock, with no 
structure or anything to keep her busy. It is definitely one of the worst keeping facilities in 
a circus. 
 
The performance is pathetic ad ridiculous to say the least. Turning round in circles on a 
bench. The lady wielding the stick and pretending to be very imporant and showing off, 
does nothing else but show Baba the stick or ancus? which she obviously used during 
training, otherwise it would not be necessary to use it. This she proves, when Baba does 
not want to place her hind legs on the ridiculous bench and the lady beats her legs with the 
stick. Then Baba has to stand on her hindlegs on the bench and cannot get up. This is an 
outdated practice which damages the joints, as elephants are too heavy to stand on 2 legs. 
Males do it during mating, but rest the font legs on the females back. Baba is rather heavy 
for an Asian elephant, as she does not get sufficient excercise, so has all the more weight 
to place on her joints. I would not be surprised if she eventually gets arthritis.  
 
Stereotypic behaviour is indicative and typical for animals kept under poor conditions, 
insufficient space to move, lack of social parnters, nothing to keep them busy and being 
chained. Weaving in elephants does not occur in the wild or in an adequate holding facility, 
sich as safari park, where they have a large social group and are kept busy all the time and 
have space to roam and are never chained. Weaving is a last resort of frustration, much 
like the rocking in humans that are confined in psychatric wards, (although this is seenless 
freuently nowadays as the are givenmore freedom to express themselves). It expresses 
helplesness.  
 
The elephant and human brains show much in common, especially in the cortico limbic 
structures, which is the seat of emotions. The structural similarities are mirrored in 
behavioural patterns. Elephants have insight, language, emotions, pesonalities, even 
culture. Elephants can get post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Elephants have self 
awareness as has been shown by mirror experiments, a feature they share with only higher 
primates and dolphins. Keeping an elephant confined in a small space with nothing to do 
and no social partner tantamounts to imprisoning a human in social isolation in a small cell. 
The only way to avoid total madness is by stereotyping. But it must be said, that elephants 
that do weave so much and have been subjugated to performing in the circus, are alredy 
broken in spirit and mind. Social isolation has done the rest and Baba is a very very poor 
elephant. 
Hope this helps 
kind regards 
Marion 
 
Dr Marion E. Garaï 
Chairperson 
Space for Elephants Foundation 



  
 
 


